
Blizzard of 2017 slams New England after unleashing feet 
of snow, power cuts and one avalanches in PA 

By Brian Lada, AccuWeather meteorologist and staff writer 
March 15, 2017, 1:52:53 AM EDT 
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Plummeting temperatures, blowing snow to threaten northeastern US 

•  

Brutal cold whips into eastern US after Blizzard of 2017 

•  

http://www.accuweather.com/en/brian-lada


•  

  

•  

Massive winter storm slams Northeast with snow after inland shift 

•  

Reed Timmer reports on blizzard conditions in New York 

 
Blizzard of 2017 unloads up to 2 feet of snow as nor'easter rages on  
 
Bitter cold to grip eastern US after major nor’easter 

 

As of 11:30 p.m. EDT Tuesday, the storm continues to track northward, bringing accumulations 
to an end over southern New England. While the storm has moved out of Pennsylvania and 
much of New York state, lake-effect snow will continue for many through Wednesday. 

http://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/noreaster-shuts-down-travel-threatens-to-unleash-blizzard-conditions-in-at-least-8-states/70001093
http://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/bitter-cold-to-grip-eastern-us-after-major-noreaster/70001096


 
As of 9:30 p.m. EDT Tuesday, over 31,000 electric customers were without power across 
Maine, according to Central Maine Power. 

Many roads across Maine are covered in snow, making travel very difficult, including I-95.  

At 7:55 p.m. EDT Tuesday, the heaviest snow was falling over Maine and upstate New York 
with some portions of Maine experiencing blizzard conditions. This includes sections of I-95 
from Portland through Bangor. 

Poor travel conditions were also being experienced along I-87 in New York, especially from 
Albany to the Canadian border with NWS trained spotters reporting between 12 and 24 inches 
of snow across much of this area.  

 

A wind gust of 138 mph was measured on top of Mount Washington with sustained winds of 
over 100 mph. Heavy, blowing snow was also causing visibility to be near-zero. 

 

One of the highest snow totals is 30 inches in Damascus, Pennsylvania. The northeast United 
States has received enough snow to cause an avalanche near Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania, 
located northwest of Scranton.  

 

Top snowfall amounts by state as of 3:00 p.m. EDT Tuesday: 

Damascus, Pennsylvania : 30 inches 
Norwich, New York: 24 inches 
Vernon, New Jersey: 19 inches 
North Grandby, Connecticut: 18 inches 
Hubbardston, Massachusetts: 16 inches 
Burrillville, Rode Island: 12 inches 

 

The National Weather Service for New York, New York, reports snow totals for Central Park are 
up to 7.2 inches, JFK airport has received 4.7 inches, LaGuardia Airport is covered by 7.2 
inches and Newark airport is slightly behind with a total of 6.4 inches. 

 

Snow and ice are causing some arriving flights to be delayed an average of four hours and 13 
minutes at Chicago O'Hare International Airport, Chicago, (ORD). There is also a traffic 
management program in effect for traffic arriving at ORD and Chicago Midway Airport, Chicago, 
(MDW) as of 2:30 p.m. EDT Tuesday. 

 

The National Weather Service of Binghamton reports Route 92 in Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania, 
is closed due to an avalanche. Tunkhannock is northwest of Scranton, Pennsylvania.  

http://www.cmpco.com/outages/outageinformation.html


 
The Tunkhannock Township Police report a second slide on SR 92 south, just south of the SR 307 
intersection. (Image via Tunkhannock Township Police) 

 

The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency reports nearly 60,000 customers without 
power in the state as of 1:50 p.m. EDT Tuesday. A 72 mph wind gust was reported at Wellfleet, 
Massachusetts, which is 2 mph short of hurricane-force winds. 

Elsewhere in New England, powerful winds toppled a wind turbine in Point Judith, Rhode Island, 
while a 70 mph wind gust was reported on Cape Cod.  

 

AccuWeather Extreme Meteorologist Reed Timmer drove through Newburgh, New York, shortly 
before 1 p.m. EDT Tuesday, where about 20 inches of snow has fallen. 

 

Heavy snow is burying northeastern Pennsylvania near Scranton, turning stretches of Interstate 
81 into a ghost town. More than 2 feet of snow has been reported in the area.  
  



 
As of 12:30 p.m. EDT Tuesday, blizzard conditions are ongoing in northeastern Pennsylvania, 
parts of northwestern New Jersey and into the Hudson Valley of New York, according to 
AccuWeather Senior Meteorologist Alex Sosnowski. Wind gusts up to 60 mph have been 
reported, he added. 

 
The nor'easter continues to ground flights and cause power outages. More than 100,000 
customers from areas down into Virginia are without power, the Associated Press reported. 
More than 6,000 flights have been canceled as of 11 a.m. EDT Tuesday, according to flight 
tracking service   

In New Jersey, significant coastal flooding was reported along Arizona Avenue in Atlantic City. 
Utilities are reporting more than 40,000 customers without power in the state. 

 
Up to he second step already ! Getting  
9:06 AM - 14 Mar 2017 

 

State troopers in Rhode Island and Connecticut have responded to a combined 15 crashes so 
far as of 10:30 a.m. EDT Tuesday.  
  

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/94ab958207d94d299c0c51f03e3dbc6d/latest-dc-fed-offices-3-hour-delayed-arrival-telework
https://twitter.com/CityOfAtlantic/status/841636671657517056
https://twitter.com/CityOfAtlantic/status/841636671657517056


 
 

CT State Police  
#CTtraffic: 5am-10am troopers responded to 14 no-injury crashes, 34 motorist assists & 342 
calls for service. Travel ban remains in effect. 
10:17 AM - 14 Mar 2017 

Troopers have responded to 1 weather-related accident today. Help keep the numbers down by 
continuing to stay off the roads.   
9:00 AM - 14 Mar 2017 

Over an inch of snow has been reported at Dulles International Airport in Washington, D.C. As 
of 10 a.m. EDT Tuesday, a wintry mix is impacting the area. 

 

https://twitter.com/CT_STATE_POLICE
https://twitter.com/CT_STATE_POLICE
https://twitter.com/hashtag/CTtraffic?src=hash
https://twitter.com/CT_STATE_POLICE/status/841654405015470080
https://twitter.com/RIStatePolice/status/841635046171762690
https://twitter.com/CT_STATE_POLICE/status/841654405015470080/photo/1


 

 
A man walks past the Library of Congress in the snow, on Capitol Hill in Washington, early Tuesday, 
March, 14, 2017. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

 
Snow covers the ground in Lafayette Park across from the White House in Washington, Tuesday, 
March 14, 2017. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 

 

 



From 10 p.m. Monday through 7 a.m. Tuesday, the Maryland State Police responded to more 
than 100 accidents. No injuries or fatalities were reported. 

 

 

A snow emergency has been declared in Boston, and speed restrictions are now in place on the 
Massachusetts Turnpike. Boston Public Works said over 700 plows will be out on the city's 
streets by 10 a.m. EDT Tuesday. 

 

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said there are about 5,000 snow plows clearing roads across 
the state. As of 7:20 a.m. EDT Tuesday, the governor said the Metro-North Commuter Railroad 
will be closed.  
  

 
#StellaBlizzard - I-87 southbound north of exit 15A  
6:20 AM - 14 Mar 2017 

 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/StellaBlizzard?src=hash
https://twitter.com/NYSThruway/status/841594834523680769
https://twitter.com/NYSThruway/status/841594834523680769/photo/1


(Image/New York Department of Transportation) 

 

As of 5:30 a.m. EDT Tuesday, 8 to 9 inches of snow have fallen around the Harrisburg and 
York, Pennsylvania, area. Both cities have reported moderate to heavy snow since midnight. 

 

As of 4:15 a.m. EDT on Tuesday, 0.15 of an inch of freezing rain has accumulated at BWI 
Airport southwest of Baltimore. The ice is falling on top of 2 to 3 inches of snow that fell at the 
beginning of the storm. 

Snowfall amounts so far have ranged from 5 inches in northern Maryland to 6 inches in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

 

Major interstates are quickly becoming slushy and snow covered across much of central and 
eastern Pennsylvania as of 3:00 a.m. EDT on Tuesday. Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, has reported 
heavy snow with a quarter of a mile visibility since midnight. Around 5 inches of snow has been 
reported so far in the city. 

 
Governor Tom Wolf of Pennsylvania signed a proclamation of disaster emergency for 
the state, deploying 700 National Guard members and 2,000 plow trucks. "Don't go to work 
tomorrow," he said at a press conference earlier in the day. "Tuesday is going to be a 
good day to stay home." 

As of 11:30 p.m. EDT on Monday, a widespread 1 to 2 inches of snow has fallen across 
northern Virginia and central Maryland. Snow is picking up in intensity across Washington, D.C., 
and Baltimore, with visibility down to half a mile at the Baltimore-Washington International 
Airport. 

The Virginia National Guard is preparing for possible snow response and has been authorized 
to bring up to 200 personnel on state active duty. The National Guard will help first responders 
through deep snow and help evacuate citizens in need of shelter. 

  

 
The Virginia National Guard prepared for possible snow response on March 13 in Winchester, Virginia. 
(Photo/ Va. National Guard) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Centre-County-Report-195128470993/
http://www.pennlive.com/news/2017/03/tom_wolf_winter_storm.html


 

Light snow is falling along the I-81 corridor from Roanoke, Virginia, through Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. This snow is not leading to many disruptions, but impacts are expected to 
increase over the next few hours as the snow becomes heavier and more widespread. 

 

At 6:15 p.m. EDT on Monday, snow was starting to fall around Washington, D.C., and Baltimore 
with several NWS trained spotters reporting a trace of snow across the region. 
Alabama Power crews have traveled north to Long Island, New York, ahead of the storm to help 
restore power after the powerful storm passes. About 350 Alabama Power line crews and 
support personal left for New York on Monday afternoon and are expected to arrive on 
Wednesday, according to   

  

A State of Emergency has been declared in New York and New Jersey in preparation for the 
significant snowfall expected across the region. 

The governor of Connecticut also issued a civil preparedness emergency and ordered a 
statewide travel ban, starting at 5 a.m. EDT on Tuesday and continuing until further notice. 

  

Schools across the region have already closed in anticipation of the impending nor’easter, 
including all public schools in Boston, Philadelphia and New York City. 

  

 

  
  
      
 


